180-Pay Release From Prison 


Mississippi Governor Freed 
Murderer He Had Defended 
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By A. B. Albritton 

Special to The Wuhiniton Post 

JACKSON, Miss., June 18— 
A Ku Klux Klansman who was 
serving a Ufe sentence for the 
1966 firebomb slaying of a 
black civil rights leader has 
been free since January— a 
thanks to his former defense 
attorney, who is now governor 
of Mississippi. 

Gov. William Waller has 
given Charles Clifford Wilson 
of Laurel two 90-day suspen- 
sions of sentence since he took 
office five months ago. 

The governor, as a prlbate 
attorney, carried the Kians- 
man’s murder conviction all 
the way to the Mississippi Su- 
preme Court, where he lost an 
appeal in 1970. 

Waller also defended Wilson 
on a federal conspiracy charge 
in 1969 in connection with the 
death of the prominent black 
civil rights leader. The case 
ended in a mistrial. 

Mississippi black leader 
Charles Evers was outraged 
over Waller’s release of Wil- 
son, who was identified In tes- 
timonv as the man who drove 
one of the cars which threw 
firebombs into the home of 
Hattiesburg civil rights leader 
Vernon Dahmer in 1966. 

Dahmer, a past president of 
the local NAACP, had been ac- 


tive in voter registration work' 
at the time of his murder. 

“It’s unfair and it’s unjust 
for a governor to stoop so low 
as to let a convicted murderer 
go home,” said Evers, the 
mayor of Fayette. 

Just before leaving office In 
January, former Mississippi 
Gov. John Bell Williams 
granted Wilson a 20-day 
‘emergency suspension” to 
allow him to go home for the 
pending surgery of his son 
Wilson’s wife also was ill at 
the time. 

But by the time the emer- 
gency leave expired, Gov. 
Waller had granted Wilson a 
90-day suspension. When that 
time ran out, the ’governor 
granted his former client an- 
other 90 days of freedom. 

Wilson, 39, said over the 
weekend that both his wife 
and son are “doing better,” 
but indicated he would ask for 
additional time out of the 
state penitentiary where he 
was serving his sentence. 

Waller, after news of Wil- 
son’s freedom was aired, said 
he had been asked by or 
thopedic surgeons in Wilson’s 
home town that the convicted 
murderer be freed. 

The governor said he had 
been told Wilson operated the 
only artificial brace and limb 


manufacturing company in the 
area and that his services 
were badly needed. 

“He is going back to the 
penitentiary July 30,” when 
his current suspension ex- 
pires, said the governor. 

Waller did not comment on 
charges of impropriety raised 
by the release of his former 
client. 

Wilson was selected in 1967 
as his home town's outstandv 
ing young man by the local 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
He mas arrested a short time 
later for the murder of Ver- 
non Dahmer. 

Wilson’s name also came up 
during last year’s guberna- 
torial campaign. 

Waller campaign aides 
claimed that Wilson would be 
released from the penitentiary 
by then Mississippi Lt. Gov. 
Charles Sullivan, who opposed 
Waller in the race for gover- 
nor, in exchange for support 
of a third segregationist candi- 
date — Jimmy Swan. 

Prison records show that 
Wilson was indeed released on 
a three-day suspension late in 
the campaign. 

But Sullivan denied making 
any deal with the other elimi- 
nated candidates and most of 
Jimmy Swan’s right-wing vote 
went to Waller. 


